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A Swiss Holiday Resort

Les Avants is a little village about an hour’s journey by
electric train from Lausanne. Tt
boasts only two main hotels, but there
is plenty of activity there, especially
in winter. To start with there are the
“nursery’’ slopes for the ski “babies,”
or amateur skiers. Then there is a
small lake converted into a skating
rink. For bob-sleigh and tobogganing
there are fine courses, on which in-
ternational matches as well as Swiss
races provide thrilling sights for the
spectators. There is also a funicular
railway to take more adventurous
skiers up to the top of the wvalley
known as Sonloup, and from there
they can ski right down to Les Avants.
This railway is shown in the upper
illustration on this page.

From the Sonloup on a clear winter
day there is a marvellous view of both
sides of the valley. On the one hand is
Les Avants, with the majestic moun-
tains in the background shimmering
in the winter sunshine. On the other is

an equally enthralling scene, forin the
far distance are the snow-swathed
vineyards of Montreux, on the banks of Lake Geneva,
which in Spring are one mass of red.

The small railway station at Les
Avants has only one platform, but this
rather adds to the charm of the place,
and there are no complaints from the
holidaymakers who swarm from the
trains on Sundays and holidays. As the
name implies, Les Avants is a stepping
stone to more wonderful ski-fields
farther along the electric railway. It
is possible to go by train right up to
Rochers de Naye, which is 6,141 ft.
up, and other places near that have
made Switzerland’s winter sports famous
all over the world.

It must be fun to be the postman at
Les Avants, for in winter he always
wears skis when going on his round de-
livering the mail. In summer it is
possible for him to walk.

S. N. Kasavar (Lausanne, Switzerland).

A funicular railway at Les Avants, a Swiss winter sports
resort, Photograph by S. N. Kashyap, Lausanne.

A unique ‘‘fire-station"” in the Lake District.
Photograph by J. D. Robinson, Darlington.

be accompanied if possible by original photographs for use as illustrations. Articles
published will be paid for. Statements in articles submitted are accepted as being sent
tn good faith, but the Editor takes mo responsibilily for their accuracy.

Round London Docks in a Steamship

I was recently one of a party of boys who spent an
interesting day in London. We left
home early in the morning, and
arrived at Waterloo after a train
journey of about an hour. We first
visited the Tower and St. Paul’s
Cathedral, and then went on to Tower
Pier, where we embarked on the
paddle steamer “Isle of Arran.” This
vessel is 210 ft. long, and 24 ft. wide,
and, she can carry 885 passengers.
At sailing time 1 watched with
interest the bascules of the Tower
Bridge being raised to allow us to
pass by. We then proceeded up the
Thames, past the Surrey Commercial
Docks, where the Cunard White Star
liner “ Ausonia” was preparing to sail,
and onward to Galleons Reach. There
the “Isle of Arran’ turned into the
Royal Victoria, Royal Albert and
King George V Docks, where we saw
the motorship “Brifannic,” and many
other wvessels, including the “Loch
Kalrine,” the “Largs Bay,”’ and the
“El Argentino,” which was unloading
frozen meat. From there we steamed
back up the winding course of the Thames, arriving at
Tower Pier after a most interesting
trip. L.S. Vass (Bracknell, Berks.).

A Country Fire Station

The unique “fire station” seen in the
lower illustration on this page is on the
roadside between Keswick and Cocker-
mouth, in the Lake District. No firemen
are stationed there, and the only equip-
ment is a number of “fire swotters”
made from old tin drums. The public
are asked to use these to beat out
any fire that may break out among the
newly-planted trees that cover the
surrounding hillside. The station is the
property of the Forestry Commission.
Similar fire stations, stocked with birch
brooms, are to be seen in the New
Forest, and elsewhere.

J. D. Rosixson (Darlington).
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An attractive Hornby-Dublo scene showing the main part of the layout of Stewart and Peter Craddy, Henleaze,
Bristol. Note the convenient arrangement of the three Controllers side by side.

" A Portable Hornby-Dublo Railway

WIF_ illustrate above part of a Hornby-
Dublo miniature railway system
owned by “M.M." readers Stewart and
Peter Craddy of Henleaze, Bristol. This
has been assembled, and is operated,
with the enthusiastic help of their father.
Apart from being a novel and fairly ex-
tensive portable lavout, the system is
notable for its location, which to a large
extent has settled the general shape of the
layout. The baseboard on which it is
laid fits in the bay window of the lounge
of the Craddy’s home, so that the layout
forms roughly what is sometimes known
as the ““Water Wings"” shape. Each
“wing” as it were forms one end of an
oval track, the central connecting sections
being laid as shown in the photograph.
For convenience in handling, the base-
board has been made in three sections,
two of which are rectangular, with a central
section that is almost triangular.

The wiring and switching arrangements
are carried out on the central section, with
the Controllers mounted side by side on a
sub-base, There is a double track main
line, but on the central section the two
tracks do not exactly follow one another,
as the outer track is diverted to pass
through a single-line tunnel. Both tracks
have siding or platform roads taken oft
them, and arrangements are such that at
the two stations illustrated through run-

ning is possible, yet it is quite easy to
dispose of a train that happens to finish
its journey at either of the platforms.
These Stations and the Signal Cabin shown
are pre-war products.

Each of the main lines forms a complete

" electrical section, and the sidings as a whole

form another, and each of these has its
own Transformer and Controller. The
wiring and isolating arrangements of these
follow standard Hornby-Dublo practice,
as detailed in the article in the April
“M.M.” of this year. Station working
and the shunting or disposal of trains is
helped considerably by the use of Hornby-
Dublo Uncoupling Rails at suitable points.
These in conjunction with the isolating
arrangements, which are carried out with
the standard Isolating Rails and Switches,

make possible some most . interesting
operations.
Both L.M.S. and L.N.E.R. Passenger

Train Sets are run on the svstem and the
Hornby-Dublo Goods Train Set also in
nse has been extended, so that a varied
selection of goods stock is available.
Lineside effects have had careful attention,
and good use is made of such recent
Hornby-Dublo® accessories as the Foot-
bridge and the Water Crane. The model
trees near the tunnel and station are’
effective, and the whole system has in fact
a trim and well-arranged appearance
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BARCAIN PICTORIAL APPROVALS!

We send large selections (including sets) of picked modern and new pictorials from 1d.-6d. each, post

free one way, with a generous discount allowed off all purchases. Br. Colonial. or B.C. and Foreign

Mixed available. “Wants" lists of single stamps (NOT COUNTRIES) welcomed. We give prompt
personal attention and never send again unless you ask. WRITE TODAY TO—

THE BIRKDALE STAMP CO. Postal Business Only
104 Liverpoeol Rd., Southport, Lancs. (NO CALLERS)

FREE - 15 Fine Used Elizabeths - FREE

'_C_:_‘Oﬁ_REOS _b_E fj_'-l'flll,l‘: Including Coronations Free to all applicants who
D e =l stnd 24d. for postage and ask to see a selection of
Ef?" ' '; my approval sheets. No stamps sent abroad.

c —

JOS. H. GAZE. 10 PIMLICO ROAD, CLITHEROE. LANCS.

GREAT BRITAIN

Another

: B i =
Flne t ﬁf}"' sy e 1858 PENNY REDS. Plate Numbers 71 -224. 100
IE & -@@'F:"""ti S different 17/6. 50 different 7/6. Sample 25 for 3/-.
New §| ;528 0 5\ 1| MILLIER — 354 NORTHDOWN AVENUE — MARGATE
e e i v LARGE PICTORIAL T,
Issue $ CENTENARID 1@ F.C DE SUD AMERICE lﬂ['] ‘ LOOK! 25 STAMPS FREE
__IBSI-COPIAPD A CALDERR~1351 - Just request our pictorial approvals, Postage 2id.

T mMAPRGCIES VALIRAD.AS

| MARTIN'S STAMP CIRCLE (M.M.)
| 24 Catherine St.. SHEFFIELD 3. Shop: 346 Abbeydale Rd.

FREE coll&ns

Packet

Including the fine Railroad Commemorative from
Chile illustrated, also new San Marino  Sport.
Mozambigue Map and other new Queen Elizabeth
issues. Just send 24d. for poslage and ask to see our
famous “&d. UPWARDS'" approvals, Write to-day to—
CAPTAIN M. CAMPBELL & CO. [Dept. MM),
58 High Street, Watford, Herts.
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_ 4 NEW QUEEN STAMPS
& including GRENADA

"STAMPS ALL DIFFERENT INCLUDING | Send 2id. postage.
FREE GIANT MINT TRIANGULARS and BARGAIN 50 CHINA - - 1/3

many other fine stamps. Request discount | C.O.D. extra
100 approvals enclosing 4d. for postage, etc | 25 MOMACO 1]6 50 SPAIN - 1]

(Without approvals 1/3).
A. HUGHES, 34 LOCHALINE !_i_'I'_REET.__I:p_ND_ON W.6

FREE—NORTH BORNEO 15c. K.G. VI

50 JAPAN - 1/3 | 50 RUSSIA - 2|3
25 EGYPT - 13 | 25 PERSIA - 1]6
100 B. Cols. 2/ 100 F. Cols. 2."'

Rl 2 wi 200 B, Cols. 4/6 | 25 Vatican - Jl
This scarce used stamp will be given free to all ; Bkiaad 500 All diff. 5/6 | 1000 All diff. 10/
genuine applicants for our famous ONE PENNY G. P. KEEF — WILLINGDON — EASTBOURNE
."\PPROVAII,, BOOKLETS of BRIT. {‘.Oi_U,\IJ:I.‘\LE. r .
These Booklets abound with PICTORIALS, PEACE,
CORONATIONS, SILVER WEDDINGS and U.P.U. FR E E ! DOMINICA Q.E.NI
as well as the latest Q.E. II stamps, Best value in The British Colony of Dominica has just issued
the world. N.B.—Enclose 2id. stamp for Postage. a new set with the Portrait of Queen Elizabeth.
FENLEY'S APPROVALS, 81 Redbreast Rd., Bournemouth | All collectors asking to see my 6d. in 1/- Discount

Approvals will receive a short set of these stamps

’ also a Royal Visit Stamp and Coronation Stam
«1954 COATS OF ARMS SET” FREE!!! | | | Svsotitely free. I ;
M. THEOBALD (MM44)
A VERY COLOURFUL SET OF THIS ISSUE IS OFFERED 6 DELL CORNER, WEST DRAYTON, MIDDLESEX
ABSOLUTELY FREE TC EVERYONE ASKING FOR OUR

APPROVALS. WRITE TO-DAY, STATING AGE AND ' _DlFFERENT STAA_‘PS

ENCLOSING 2id. STAMP TO0:— 5
will be sent ABSOLUTELY FREE to all
THE DAVMAR STAMP CO. (Dept. M.M.) i Eollectone Wh ‘encloas 74a
DEP

BB MARGARET ROAD, EAST BARNET, HERTS. | stamp and request our approvals, T. M.
| B_HHAD\_V_FL_\_’ APPROVALS, 12 CHEAPSIDE, LUN_I]U_N E.C.2

FINE PKT. OF 9 QE.
|Ssy ES FREE! lu.us?:.usn

To collectors asking to see our famous *Quality’
approvals. Send 3d. (Abroad 6d.) for our
yostage and Illus. List. IF you wish you may
1 join “THE CODE STAMP CLUB," Year's Sub.
I/~ You receive Badge, Membership Card
listing fine Gifts. Approvals Monthly. We aim
: to satisfy you. (Special Monthly approval
- service for Adults and Juniors). Please state
PR sy Y if adult. (Post. Sec. Est. 1897).

s S (EEER) SEYCHELLES WRIGHT'S STAMP SHOP (M.61)
gk san et e aaas.] 29 PALACE STREET, CANTERBURY, KENT
For other Stamp Advertisements see also pages 556 and xx




