ECCANO

TODAY’S MECCANO

This year sees probably the biggest, most far-reaching modernisation
plan for Meccano ever to be put into operation. In this feature the
Editor describes the changes that have occured and the reasons for them.

Shortly  before Christmas, many UK.
modellers received an unexpected hint that
great changes were coming to Meccano. The
Company was featured in a nationwide T.V.
programme — “The Risk Business” — and,
though the programme did not cover funda-
mental system-changes in depth, it did show
enough for the observant Meccanoman to
deduce that significant developments were
close at hand.

Those developments are here. Great changes
are .taking place; changes which we believe are
good for the product; indeed, changes which
might prove vital for the continuance of the
Meccano system. It is recognised, however,
that the people who will be most affected by
the changes are existing Meccano users, with
the accent on users — the enthusiasts who
regard Meccano as a serious hobby medium;
those who are genuinely interested in the
product and in the company; those who, as
part of their interest, read Meccano Magazine,
The Company is, therefore, especially anxious
to give readers, here, a full and frank

description of ‘“Today’s Meccano™, with the
background reasoning behind it.

BACKGROUND

It is a fact that complete sets account for
the overwhelming majority of Meccano sales.
It is also a fact that the overwhelming majority
of sets are sold, not to enthusiasts, but to (or
for) children, most of whom are not, nor ever
will become as closely involved with, or as
proficient at, model-building as the enthusiast.
Indeed, most regard Meccano as a good toy.

This, of course, has no bearing on the
non-toy, serious hobby capabilities of the
system, but it .does mean that it is the mass
toy market which keeps the product in exist-
ence for the serious modeller. This, in turn,
means that, if the product is to continue, the
Company must cater for'the mass market — and
the mass market goes for sets.

During the past two years we have thorough-
ly researched Meccano — the product, the user,
the dealer, in fact the whole market. This
research revealed many areas of improvement:

THE SYSTEM: The various sets in the system
were found to be far from ideal for today in
terms of parts-selection and modelling capa-
bilities. Minor contents changes over the years
have been done more to accommodate new
parts than to improve or up-date fundamental
model-building scope. The quantities and
selection of #ypes of components in a set were
remarkably similar to an equivalent set of
maybe 40 years ago and thus the sort of model
that could be built was in many cases limited
to the same period. It is possible that the
original selection of parts was not the best
even for the time; it was certainly not the
best for the more sophisticated styling of
today.

THE MODELS. By this [ mean the models
featured in the Instructions Manuals. Because
of traditionalistic thinking founded in the
same earlier age that selected the set contents
— and perhaps because of the set contents —
the Manual models have tended (with excep-
tions of course) to fall far short of the best

Pictured at the top of this and the next page are examples of this year’s new Meccano Sets with their striking packaging. Below left, a Fork Lift

Truck built with the new No. 5 Set. A solid, well-proportioned model, it features working steering and lifting stacker forks. Below right, the

component parts of the Junior Power Drive Unit Mk. 2 (1%4—4% volt D.C. electric motor) which is contained in all the Standard Sets except the
No. 1 Set. The motor is supplied in unassembled form for self-assembly: an extremely easy operation.
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CRANE KIT TAKES OFF!

A working model from an Engineering Drawing by W.R.Hinson

“If you cannot photograph it, make a good

working drawings of it”. This is the sound
editorial advice which Mr. Hinson of the
Stevenage Meccano Club took when he designed
this excellent working model Meccano Heli-
copter which can be built from the contents of
the Crane Set. As a retired engineering
draughtsman, our contributor has provided us
with a first-class working drawing which we are
pleased to reproduce here as an example of how
the real engineer has to work from scale
drawings. Each of the drawings are related in
what is known as “First Angle Projection”
which means that each view is ‘projected’ from

SCHEDULE OF PARTS
CRANE STANDARD
No. SET MECCANO
OFF PART No. PART No.
2 16a 16a
1 21 21
1 26¢ 26¢
1 27d 27d
4 59 59
2 355 74
1 126a 126a
1 186a 186a
2 189 189
2 190 190
2 190a 190a
2 193 193
2 214 214
4 302 2
2 304 5
6 305 9
2 310 48a
4 313 89a
1 328 51
80 329 37a
80 330 37b
28 333 38
2 336 12
1 337 111d
2 350 8a
1 353 53
1 356 19b
2 360 1b
2 363 235g
4 365 235a
4 366 235b
1 369 10
4 625 -
1 11053 -

58

an adjacent view. For instance, view A is
known as a side elevation because, if a person
was standing at the side of the model, looking
at it square on, this is the view he would see.

To obtain view B, known as the ‘plan’ view,
the dimensions of A are simply tarried down
the drawing paper and the object is rotated
through 90° to obtain the ‘plan’ and we now
see the top view sometimes known as a ‘bird’s
eye view’,

If details of the object are not fully revealed
at this stage, an underview or ‘under plan’ is
required and this is shown in view C. The reader
should notice that a view from the nose of the
helicopter is not given (such a view would be
called an ‘end elevation’), but all of the required
information can be deducted from the first
three views. Even at this stage, internal detail
may be hidden so the fourth view, known as a

‘sectional’ view, is provided, in the case of the
Meccano Helicopter, to show the internal drive
arrangements of the Crane Set Motor. As the
set does not possess a long Axle Rod, a com-
pound shaft for the motor blades is made by
joining up the two 2%4” Rods by a ‘coupling’
made from a Fishplate locking a Collar to the
boss of a 19t Pinion, the lower half of the
Pinion bore being used as a ‘sleeve’ for the
upper end of the lower 2%2” Axle Rod.

Printed below is the full list of parts for the
Crane Set numbers and standard Meccano part
numbers (thanks to Mr. Hinson), the latter
provided so that readers who do not own a
Crane Kit may complete the model using
standard parts, assuming, of course, that they
possess them! The whole thing makes a change
from written building instructions; we hope
you like the presentation.
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